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asked the wife of one of our officials for a dance. She turned
him down. From all I could hear, she did it very gently
and politely, and I can assure you from personal experi-
ence that he wasn't the only partner who didn't have the
pleasure of a dance with her that night, for I had asked
her to join me in a waltz myself just before the Indian
approached her."
Angus sighed and went on," The truth of the matter was,
though none of us knew it at the time, that she felt far from
well. We realised why months later when she went home
to have a baby. But the damage was done the minute she
refused to dance with the Indian. He was furious, and
utterly convinced that he had been deliberately snubbed
because of the colour of his skin. There was a scene, an
unpleasant and humiliating business for everyone. And
the upshot was that at the next committee meeting it was
proposed that membership should in future be restricted to
Europeans. Some of us argued for the proposal and some
against it. Lord knows which way it would have gone in
the end, if the husband of the girl who had caused all the
bother had not intervened. He got up and demanded to
know why we should open membership to the Indians. He
reminded the committee that although the Indian members
attended regularly and expected to be partnered by the
British members1 wives and daughters at the club dances,
not one of them had ever brought along his own womenfolk.
That turned the scale, and the members in favour of ex-
cluding the Indians won the day. It's all very childish and
stupid, but then anything which is decided by emotion and
not by reason is bound to be illogical. That's the way
we're made."
" And how do you feel about things now, Angus," I
asked, " when all clubs are being invited to admit anybody
who wishes to join, with the alternative of being virtually
forced to shut down if they don't accept the invitation ? "
He shrugged and took a deep pull on his pipe.    " It's